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Headlines

Community engagement in 
marine conservation issues

• Patagonia Projects works together with the Puerto Eden community to spread 
information about the marine environment.

• Locals in Puerto Eden collaborate with Patagonia Projects where they send photos of 
cetaceans that pass through or that they observe while fishing. 

• Patagonia Projects regularly presents their results to the Puerto Eden community 
(March 2016, May 2016, November 2018, August 2019).

• Patagonia Projects has given drone demonstrations to the children and explained 
how it helps to study the whales .

• Patagonia Projects held several music workshops in 2018, and Keri-Lee Pashuk 
teaches music to some Puerto Eden residents.

Story
The famous quote by Baba Dioum says that “In the end, we will conserve only what we 
love; we will love only what we understand and we will understand only what we are 
taught”. 

Patagonia Projects is committed to simultaneously advancing scientific knowledge of 
the marine life in Chilean Patagonia, as well as to share that information with the local 
communities. In addition, it is increasingly recognised that efficient and effective marine 
planning and conservation policies must include and can benefit from the knowledge of 
the local fishing communities. Patagonia Projects has started to interview local fishermen 
and those encountered while on expedition in the Golfo de Penas to collect information 
about cetacean sightings and behaviour. For example, the fishermen interviewed in 
November 2018 shared valuable information about their observations of orcas attacking 
sei and other baleen whales in the area. In addition, Patagonia Projects is working 
towards collecting such data from tourist boats that pass through the area. The goal 
of this citizen science project is to disseminate forms to tourist vessels so that they can 
fill them in and send photos back to Patagonia Projects when a noteworthy event is 
observed.   

• November 2018: interviews conducted with fishing vessels in Golfo Tres Montes (Puerto Barroso).
• Presentation of results to the Puerto Eden community in March 2016, May 2016, November 2018, August 

2019.
• Several community music workshops held, in February 2018 and April 2018 in Puerto Eden and Puerto 

Williams, co-hosted by Errante Ecolodge.
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This image: A group photo of first meeting with fishermen. Credit: Keri-Lee Pashuk
Front cover: The crew of Don Adrian. Credit: Will Darwin



Papers
From Patagonia Projects scientists on the same topic:
• Anbleyth-Evans, J., Leiva, F. A., Rios, F. T., Cortés, R. S., Häussermann, V., & Aguirre-

Munoz, C. (2020). Toward marine democracy in Chile: Examining aquaculture 
ecological impacts through common property local ecological knowledge. Marine 
Policy, 113, 103690.

Activities 
• Regularly share Patagonia Projects’ results with the Puerto Eden community.
• Take local students for outings on Patagonia Projects’ boat.
• Conduct interviews with the fishermen encountered in Golfo de Penas region. 
• Collect information on cetacean observations from tourist boats that pass through 

Puerto Eden.

Targets 
• Engage the Puerto Eden community in the marine life and conservation issues in their 

area.
• Fishermen interviews will help understand what they fish, at what time of year, and 

their observations of cetaceans in the area Starting with sei whales, blue whales and 
orcas, establish photo ID catalogues of individual animals.

• Develop a citizen science observation form for tourist boats to fill in their sightings, 
and pass to the Patagonia Projects team.

Outcomes 
• Greater understanding of the issues by the local community will better equip them to 

directly and indirectly protect the environment.
• Tap into the fishermen’s knowledge and sightings of cetaceans in the Golfo de Penas 

region.
• Monitor what the fishermen are catching, how and when, to further understand the 

Golfo de Penas ecosystem as well as the permitting of fishermen in the area.
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