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4 BLUE MARINE FOUNDATION

The Trustees present their report and the audited Consolidated Financial Statements of Blue
Marine Foundation (“Blue Marine” “the charitable company”) for the year ended 31 March«2023. The
consolidated Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies
set out on pages 62 to 90 and with the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice
(SORP): Accounting and Reporting by Charities (FRS 102).

Blue Marine Foundation is a charitable company limited by guarantee and became a registered
charity on 30 July 2010.

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT

Blue Marine’s mission

Blue Marine Foundation aims to restore the ocean to health by
addressing widescale destruction of life and habitats inthe ocean. Blue
Marine is dedicated to creating marine reserves, tackling overfishing,
restoring vital habitats and developing models of sustainable fishing.
Blue Marine’s mission is to see 30 per cent of the world’s ocean under
effective protection by 2030 and the other 70 per cent managed in a
responsible way.

The ocean has undergone devastating change over the last century.
Marine life is under threat from climate change, deoxygenation,
acidification and many types of pollution, including noise

and invasive species. But arguably the greatest threat is from
overfishing. Industrial scale, destructive fishing practices have laid
waste to marine life and habitats, altered coastlines and threatened
the livelihoods and food supply of the billions of people who rely on
fish as their main source of protein.

The ocean produces more than half of the world’s oxygen, has
stored around a third of our carbon dioxide and has absorbed more
than 90 per cent of excess heat within the climate system, thanks to
life within it. Overfishing is systematically undermining the ocean’s
capacity to play this crucial role through habitat destruction,
disturbance of the seabed and the removal of marine animails.

We have to act now to protect and restore our ocean to health if

we are to stave off the worst effects of climate change and a global
food crisis.

Left Image Credit: Hiroko Yoshii
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Blue Marine’s strategy

Our ocean is being harmed in many ways. We recognise that as a
medium-sized yet ambitious charity, we must focus on the most
serious threats and make the most impactful interventions.

By 2030 we aim to see at least 30 per cent of the ocean effectively
protected and the whole ocean sustainably managed.

Blue Marine focuses on four key strategic interventions to improve the
health of the ocean:

Securing effective protection of

KO |
the ocean
_ﬁ/g Tackling overfishing, overexploitation
N and other other damaging activities
Supporting low-impact fishing and
: equitable use of the sea
1291 Restoring vital ecosystems

Right Image Credit: Jayne Jenkins




KEY ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE YEAR

BLUE MARINE FOUNDATION

April 2022

June 2022

The Sussex Kelp Restoration Project
of which Blue Marine is a partner
found encouraging early signs

of kelp recovery following Sussex
Inshore Fisheries and Conservation
Authority’s byelaw prohibiting bottom
trawling, which was enacted in 2021.

December 2022

At COP15, the UN biodiversity
conference in Montreal a historic

Int ti by the | | agreement was made to protect 30
tr;;r:wvsegf I;Ir:Jse l\:oriieec?:d SUSSEX Ke' p per cent of land and sea for nature
other NGOS saw trawling Restoration by 2030. The deal also says the vast
and dredging banned in the prOjQCt majority of the countries in the world

Dogger Bank, a rich and
distinctive area of the North

September 2022

will halt (and proceed to reverse)
biodiversity loss by 2030 by the same

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT

BLUEPRINT

FOR MARINE -
PROTECTED AREAS
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4VIA FHL d3AO SLNIWIATIIHOV AIN

Sea covering 12,331 sg km date.
— more than half the size of Back on the road for the first time in
Wales. The ruling doubled the three years, London to Monaco 2022
amount of the sea around saw 60 cyclists tackle five countries
England that is closed to and 1,000 kms over eight-days,
bottom trawling, from four to raising £320,000 for our oceans —
eight per cent. surpassing the £250,000 target.

February 2023

dV3A dHL d43AO
SLINIW3IA3IIHOV A3

Blue Marine launched the MPA BLUEprint
to support the creation and collaborative
management of effective MPAs that
benefit people, nature and climate.

€20¢

May 2022 August 2022

January 2023

Blue Marine’s 2022 Ocean Awards was viewed
by 1.25 million people and brought recognition
in Mexico and beyond for conservationist
Mario Gémez, a leading advocate for marine
conservation in the country for decades, who
won a lifetime achievement award.

Blue Marine launched
#BringBackBritishCod, which
urged the UK government to set
responsible and sustainable quotas
for the five breeding populations

of British cod. Supported by actor
Jude Law, the campaign gained
10,000 signatures in 12 weeks and a
response from government.

Our award-winning education
platform, The Sea We Breathe,
went multi-lingual and is

now available in Portuguese,
Spanish and Italian. This
immersive experience is now
travelling the world with @
theoceanrace as they cross the
seas to spread the message of
ocean protection.

March 2023

Working closely with the River Hamble
Harbour Authority and local contractors
Jenkins Marine, Blue Marine finished
laying the foundations for the largest
oyster restoration reef in the Solent.

In the Indian Ocean, our Blue Investigations
unit exposed evidence of unauthorised fishing
activity on the part of EU vessels in the waters
of several developing states, including India
and Somalia. Some ships were also revealed
to have switched off for months at a time their
AIS, the system that transmits their position
and is mandatory for large fishing vessels.

November 2022

Blue Marine was granted $5m

by the Endangered Landscapes
Programme, managed by the
Cambridge Conservation Initiative.
Blue Marine and nine other
organisations, including Natural
England and the University of
Portsmouth, will work together to
restore and reconnect seagrass
meadows, oyster reefs, saltmarsh
and seabird nesting habitat over the
next five years as part of the Solent
Seascape Project.

After nearly two decades of
negotiations, an historical deal was
made, and UN member states agreed
on a framework which will provide
protection in the High Seas- 43 per
cent of the world’s surface. It is the first
legal mechanism ever created that can
seek to do this. As part of this work Blue
Marine lobbied, both on our own and as
part of the High Seas Alliance coalition.
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12 BLUE MARINE FOUNDATION TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT

Marine protected areas in the Mediterranean

The Mediterranean is one of the fastest degrading and least protected seas in the World.
Blue Marine is working throughout the Mediterranean to create MPAs, protect carbon-
storing seagrass, encourage more sustainable tourism, support small-scale, low-impact
fishing and increase awareness and support for vital marine conservation.

Italy

Expenditure in year* The Italian seas are some of the most overfished in the
£312 842 world and are struggling to maintain healthy ecosystems
! under pressure from unsustainable tourism, lost
carbon-rich seagrass meadows, invasive species and
Expenditure over life of project** climate change. Blue Marine is working across Italy to

Blue Marine works in locations all over £1’082’575 create MPAs and promote sustainable fishing in local
the world where there is an urgent " U , communities and schools.

: ee note 18a - 'Aclians' + 'Italian Rollout
conservation need, and where Blue T

" Marine’s particular combination of
s expertise and experience can deliver
AL tangible change. Where possible, we
A work in conjunction with local partners Blue Marine’s efforts have helped to initiate
- and build capacity of local NGOs rather the designation of new Natura 2000 Habitats
ﬁ_ than inserting our own team members Directives sites, protecting valuable Posidonia
, for any length of time. seagrass meadows and seamounts around

the entire Aeolian archipelago. The EU also
stipulates that effective management must

be in place by end of 2023. Elsewhere, Blue
Marine has removed 466m of ‘ghost nets’
(fishing nets that have been lost or abandoned
at sea), cleaned 33,156m?2 of seabed, is
installing anti-trawling devices around an MPA
in Torre Guaceto, found incredible breeding
populations of sharks and rays and ensured
that existing protected areas are enlarged
and managed effectively. Endangered monk

sedls have also been observed by cave-
cameras in the Tuscan Archipelago National
Park for the first time.

Image above: Octopus in Posidonia, Capo Cacciq, Italy.



sLUe MaRINE FounbaTon — Marine protected areas in the Mediterranean

Greece

Blue Marine is working to address overfishing
in Greece by developing a network of no-take
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) with the long-
term aim to designate 10 per cent of Greece'’s
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) as no-take for
fishing, and 30 per cent effectively protected.

In September 2022, Blue Marine signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Greek
Ministry of Fisheries, committing support for
the designation of three no-take zones covering
1,300 hectares and trawling restrictions around
Amorgos Island. Once this happens, Amorgos
will be the first MPA proposed by local small-
scale fishermen and designated by the Ministry
of Fisheries. It is an exemplary case that we
believe will inspire other island communities in
Greece to follow suit.

Image credit: Giorgos Moutafis

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT

The Balearic Islands

Greece ;
The Balearics

Expenditure in year*

£308,103

Expenditure in year*

£60,126

Expenditure over life of project**

£90,350

*See note 18a - 'Mallorca' + 'Menorca' +

Expenditure over life of project**

£385,765

* See note 18a - 'Greece'

'Ibiza’

Increasing pressure from unregulated fishing
and tourism risks making existing and proposed
marine protection ineffective in the Balearic
Islands. Habitats such as seagrass beds, which
are vital juvenile fish nurseries — and trap carbon
35 times faster than rainforests — are especially
vulnerable.

Blue Marine has supported the development of a
key report that creates a road map for tackling
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
in the Balearics. ‘Ending illegal fisheries and fish
fraud in the Balearics (2022-24)’, has been the
catalyst for round-table debates, community
awareness events and the creation of the Balearic
lllegal Fisheries Steering Group.



Turkey

Gokova Bay is the epicentre of the MPA network in

. . N
Expenditure in year Turkey and represents one of the few areas in the

£1 57,114 Mediterranean where women lead the small-scale
fishing community. Results from 2023 have shown
Expenditure over life of project** that the fishing income for these fishers has more
£495,1 87 than doubled thanks to increased biodiversity and
abundance within the MPA, that has created an
*See note 18a - 'Turkey’ impressive spill-over effect. In fully protected areas,

levels of invasive species are also 15% less than
outside of these protections. These incredible results
ultimately show that the MPA is working and will serve
as a valuable model for sustainable fishing across the
Mediterranean.

In October 2022, we also hosted the Blue Marine
Mediterranean Conservation Summit in the Gékova
MPA, bringing project staff and partners for the

first time to co-develop a consistent Mediterranean
conservation strategy leading up to 2030. The summit
facilitated a new networks, collaboration and support
for both people and projects, encouraging trans-
boundary efforts to protect the sea and the unique
biodiversity of the Mediterranean.

Cyprus Expenditure in year*

£0

Expenditure over life of project**

Located in south Cyprus, the marine environment of £1 0,000
Akrotiri is characterised by carbon-trapping seagrass
beds, rocky coral reefs and sandbars.

*See note 18a - 'Cyprus'

Blue Marine has recently received new funding to continue working with its partners, the Marine
and Environmental Research Laboratory (MER) and the Sovereign Base Authorities (SBA) to
create an MPA management plan that will enable the restoration of marine life and provide a
sustainable resource for artisanal, small-scale fisheries. A consortium of stakeholders has been
formed to ensure the successful implementation of the Akrotiri Marine Protected Area. The
committee comprises of representatives from key local stakeholders, scientists, conservationists
and local users of the area of interest. This collaborative effort demonstrates the importance of
top-down and bottom-up management and collaboration to establish a strong foundation for
the project's success.
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Maldives

For the past five years, Blue Marine has been working
on Laamu Atoll to improve coral reef resilience by
supporting the establishment of MPAs. In 2022, Blue
Marine, Maldives Whale Shark Research Programme
and Maldives Resilient Reefs launched a campaign
urging tourists to choose tour operators who have
signed up to a whale shark code of conduct when
visiting the Maldives’ magnificent marine wildlife.
#BeGentleToGiants encourages both tourists and tour
operators to protect whale sharks from the negative
impacts of marine encounters.

The Maldives /

Expenditure in year*

£155,302

Expenditure over life of project**

£736,972

*See note 18a - 'Maldives'

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT

Namibia

Despite being Africa’s second largest marine reserve, the lack of management plan for the
Namibian Islands’ Marine Protected Area (NIMPA) makes it a ‘paper park’. The reserve is at risk
from diamond mining, overfishing, pollution, port development, untested phosphate extraction
and, shockingly, live marine mammal harvesting. Blue Marine is working with Namibia Nature
Foundation to improve management and protection measures of the NIMPA. A brand-new
research programme investigating how sharks, rays and skates use the NIMPA has been
launched. This project will generate a completely novel dataset of these incredible marine
species in Namibian waters and provide evidence to support the improved protection of the

areaq.

Expenditure in year*

£38,588

Expenditure over life of project*
£129,215

*See note 18a - 'Namibia'

Walvis Ridge

Expenditure in year*

£9,243

Expenditure over life of project**
£39,707

*See note 18a - 'part of 'RVR MPA
Exploratory Fund'

Above Credit: Dan Callister
Page Left Credit: Alex Mustard

The Walvis Ridge is a 3,300km long volcanic chain in

the high seas off the coast of Western Africa and its
vulnerable marine ecosystems. Last year, Blue Marine
commissioned a report by South Atlantic Environmental
Research Institute Falklands Ltd (SAERI) to examine

the Walvis Ridge and its vulnerable marine ecosystems.
The full report from this in-depth scoping work has now
been published and found high levels of biodiversity and
endemism. To fully understand the value of the area the
report highlights the need for further baseline research.
A wide range of stakeholders were identified in the social
baseline work which demonstrates the interest that
neighbours and the international community have in this
region. The ridge is a valuable resource for the coastal
states and international parties that use it and has the
potential to be of value for emerging industries. As such,
this is the time for better characterising the unknown
aspects of the Walvis Ridge region so the area may be
better understood, leading to better management of this
globally important site.
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Patagonia Expenditure in year*

£153,739

Expenditure over life of project*

£1,273,080

*See note 18a - 'Patagoina’ (inc

Designated)

Blue Marine is supporting one of Chile’s leading scientists, Dr Vreni Haussermann to collect

and publish evidence of Patagonia’s biological hotspots and propose these as priority areas ~ :
for marine protection. We are also working with the new government of Chile to address the

problem of salmon in protected areas, and in collaboration with our local partners, Defendamos

Chiloé, stopped more than 270 industrial salmon farms from operating in ecological hotspots and

destroying marine environments. This is a huge step and the first time in the history of Chile that ¥
this governmental collaboration has happened. In February, members of the Blue Marine team

also scoped a new project in Argentinian Patagonia to create a huge 100,000 sg km MPA, which

would protect blue carbon rich kelp forests, amazing biodiversity and ban bottom-trawling.

Expenditure in year* MeXxico

£19,645 1A

Expenditure over life of project*
£19,645 @,

*See note 18a - 'Mexico'

Off the state of Baja California Sur in north-west Mexico is a truly extraordinary sanctuary

for marine life, which includes orcas, mobula rays and nine species of whale. Surrounding the
peninsula, however, the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Cortez are under threat from industrial
fishing and the possibility of underwater mining. Blue Marine is supporting our local NGO

partner, Orgcas, to actively assist fishers in a Baja California community in moving away from
the inherently unsustainable practice of shark fishing. We are facilitating this transition by
encouraging the uptake of eco-tourism, accomplished through investments in infrastructure,
training and equipment with expertise from our Blue Economics and Education units. Fishers are
beginning to see the economic advantages of this new approach and are inspiring others to follow
in their footsteps. In October 2022, the Blue Marine team was invited to deliver the keynote speech
at an international summit in the state capital, La Paz. We outlined our vision for sustainable

MPA financing, introduced the potential of blue carbon projects for habitat protection and fund
generation and explained how the Baja MPA would serve the community to garner local support
for its creation.

Image Right Credit: Rewilding Argentina




22

BLUE MARINE FOUNDATION

The Dutch Caribbean

The islands of the Dutch Caribbean are home to unique
ecosystems and incredible biodiversity, including
hawksbill turtles, parrotfish, tarpon and sharks. These
species and the biodiversity in the region are incredibly

Expenditure in year*

£377147

Expenditure over life of project*

£427,611

*See note 18a - 'Dutch Caribbean'

coastal development and build-up of harmful algae
caused by wastewater.

Over the last year, Blue Marine has made considerable progress in its political advocacy
efforts, both in the Netherlands and with local island governments. Senior policy advisors for
the Caribbean region have met with Dutch Ministries to discuss the importance of the Dutch
Caribbean’s environment, the potential impacts of climate change on the region and the need
for funding for nature foundation parks on all six islands. We have supported local conservation
projects on all six islands, including cetacean monitoring and training, blue carbon sampling,
youth ranger education and training, establishment of a climate change monitoring lab, coral
monitoring, and turtle conservation work.

vulnerable to threats such as overfishing, climate change,

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT

St Vincent & the Grenadines

Caspian Sea

Blue Marine has been working at the request of the
government in St. Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG) to
help them develop sustainable fisheries management. In
December 2022, Dr Judith Brown (Blue Marine’s Projects

Expenditure in year*

£19,385

Expenditure in year*

£2,736

Expenditure over life of project*

£54,891

*See note 18a - part of 'RVR MPA

Director) visited SVG to present our findings: ‘Sustainable
fisheries management advice for the Government of
St. Vincent and the Grenadines'. It was well attended

by SVG political representatives, including the Minister Exploratory Fund'

Expenditure over life of project*
£53,125

*See note 18a - 'Caspian'

of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Saboto Caesar,

the Government Fisheries Department and Union

and Bequia island fishers. The multi-level stakeholder
participation went well, and the stakeholder feedback
presented to the Minister was successfully incorporated
into policy recommendations, which are now being taken
forward, including a closed season for conch. Conchis a
commercially and culturally important species across The
Caribbean but is heavily overfished and free divers who go
in search of conch are currently putting themselves at risk
by going too deep and without rest days. A season would
therefore save both marine life and divers’ lives.

The unique ecosystem of the Caspian Sea is under increasing pressure from overfishing,
pollution, hydrocarbon extraction, melting ice fields and degradation of river systems. Working
in Azerbaijan with local conservation organisation IDEA, Blue Marine has campaigned
successfully for a ban on the use of gillnets, plastic nets designed to entangle fish’s gills. In
2022, we worked with the Azerbaijani ministry of environment to designate a second MPA of

60 sq km around the Absheron peninsula, north of the capital Baku, an important migration
route for sturgeon. Blue Marine has also teamed up with the University of Leeds to identify
projects in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. In Kazakhstan we are building relations with local
conservationists to create MPAs and try to save the Caspian seal from extinction.

Above Credit: Earth Today
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Ascension

Straddling the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, the waters of Ascension
Island harbour globally significant marine biodiversity and
T h e U K ove rs e a s are a hotspot for large predators, including sharks, tuna,
swordfish and some of the largest recorded Atlantic blue

marlin. After the designation of 443,000 square kilometres

o [ .
of no-take zone, Blue Marine was keen to ensure that the
Te r r I to r I e s Ascension Island community were rewarded for their vision s i e
and commitment to protecting the world’s ocean. To this end,
Blue Marine established the Ascension Island MPA Community
Trust fund (AIMPACT), a £2 million endowment fund donated
by long-term supporter Peter Lirssen, for the benefit of

. . «
on-island projects that support community, education, Expenditure in year

environment and heritage. To help build on island support for £64,795
the MPA, Blue Marine has been working on Media, education |
and outreach work to highlight its benefits and importance. A Expenditure over life of project**
o A particular highlight has been the launch of the turtle naming
Overseas Terrltorles competition and rehearsals being underway for the Deep-Sea £1’149'567

*See note 18a - 'Ascension’

Adventure play.
Over four million square kilometres of ocean are protected around the UK Overseas Territories. Blue
Marine, individually and as part of the Great Blue Oceans Coalition, works to ensure that the British
Government upholds its commitment to the ‘blue belt’, that increasing numbers of territories
are included in the programme of protection and that the protected areas bring benefits to the St Helena

overseas territories themselves.
Blue Marine has been working since 2017 with the St Helena

The UK Overseas Territories where Blue Marine particularly.focused its efforts over the year ending National Trust to help build and maintain support for the

marine protected area within the local ‘Saint’ community,

while establishing St Helena as a globally recognised centre

of scientific research. With the successful updating of the St

Helena Fisheries Legislation, including a ban on all commercial

fishing within the MPA except one-by-one, the revised Marine

Management Plan is now with Ministers for final approval.

Blue Marine and SHNT Marine Team successfully led their

second whale shark research season encountering over 30 new

(previously unrecorded) sharks, taking the total island population

to 323 individuals. We have also been working to increase

capacity and capability on island running multiple training

courses for local staff including a marine intern. This year, the

first images of potential courtship behaviour between a mature
£1 07,550 male and female whale shark have provided further evidence

S A HM Hrgab that the MPA serves as a breeding location. Our new Whale Shark
Expenditure over life of project** ID app has been completed and accepted by Google Play and
£8O 9,996 Apple stores, allowing anyone to upload photos of sightings to

the SHNT marine team, who can identify the shark, and tell them
*See note 18a - 'St Helena' about its history. The shark’s updated profile is then fed into the
international database of these striking animals.

March 2023 were Ascension and St Helena.

Expenditure in year*

Left Image Credit: Danny Copeland
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. Our strategy to revive UK seas has five strategic aims:
#
2 2
v /s 1. Improve protection of UK MPAs and inshore waters.
2. Tackle overfishing and fisheries mismanagement and prove the value of low-impact fisheries.
3. Support a transition away from bottom trawling and dredging in the UK.
4. Restore seascapes and prove the blue carbon and ecosystem service value of UK marine habitats.
5. Engage people in marine conservation through outreach and marine parks.
'
"' =" The last year has seen strong progress in our UK work, Expenditure in year*
including an area half the size of Wales protected as a £128 088
result of our legal intervention, a hard-hitting campaign !
on the overfishing of cod and the launch of the most Expenditure over life of project**
ambitious seascape restoration project in Europe.
These interventions not only mark a significant increase £1’089’042
H in the amount of UK wate tected and restored e LIRSS ST S Dl
The British Isles ! LSS UL (i restor

but are also creating templates for protection and
restoration projects around the world. Our ambition is
increasingly for the UK to be a blueprint for global marine
conservation, rewilding and a just transition for fishers.

Blue Marine is delivering ambitious conservation initiatives in a range of projects around the British
Isles. It includes the restoration of threatened habitats and species, and the establishment of
low-impact, sustainable fisheries that benefit both marine life and local communities. These local
projects also inform our policy and legal interventions to urge the UK government to better protect

and manage its waters.

Left Photo Credit: Henley Spiers. Cuckoo Wrass.

Above Photo Credit: Saeed Rashid. Fisherman: Jim Newton.
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The Dogger Bank - Offshore Marine Reserves  gypenditure in year* Jersey

£48,784

With one of the largest tidal ranges in the world, Jersey’s

Expenditure in year*

£153,704
MPAS, inclufifng ;ch.:.eqtetznigg. Ieg'al action Ggaintst the UK £1 34,425 algae) béds providing shelter for key commercial species
government tor failing to bring In management measures, *See note 18a - 'Offshore Marine Reserves' Expenditure over life of project** to rocky reefs hosting rare pink sea fans. The marine
using the Dogger Bank as a test case. . o . .
. £494,542 habitats qround Jersey perform‘ crucial roles in sto.rmg and
sequestering carbon and buffering the effects of climate

After direct negotiations with the UK government, alongside the work of other organisations, the *See note 184 - 'Jersey’

change. =

Dogger and three other sites were protected against commercial fishing in June 2022 - for the Dogger —_—
this means a complete closure of 12,331 km2 from bottom-impacting fishing. This work has created . —!:
an important benchmark to trigger government agencies to protect the UK'’s entire suite of offshore Blue Marine’s campaign for a marine park closed to bottom-towed fishing in Jersey continues. —
Marine Protected Areas — at 250,000 sq km, an area far larger than Great Britain. Our legal and policy = States Members committed to developing a network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) by 2025. . '_ ==
teams are now deeply engaged with government officials to ensure this is done properly. e \\e expect to see further MPA designation from the end of 2023 onwards and will be advocating —_—
that the network covers a minimum of 30 per cent of Jersey waters. At the start of May 2022, the |~ —
States of Jersey designated its first no take zone (NTZ) at Portelet Bay. Blue Marine has become
— g part of an NTZ focus group, where we will support with monitoring and research. This designation
e T Highly Protected Marine Areas e takes Jersey one step further to becoming a leader in marine conservation. Alongside the
designation, Blue Marine launched its first ever snorkel trail. Our education outreach programme .
£451887 = allowed over 180 school children to learn about Jersey’s marine environment and how to snorkel, e
One of the simplest and most effective solutions to overfishing fully immersing themselves in Jersey’s waters. . :
Expenditure over life of project** s establishing highly protected marine areas (HPMAs).
£168,348 Scientific evidence shows that areas fully closed to fishing will -
*See note 18a - 'HPMAS' in under a decade - contain on average six times more biomass

than totally unprotected areas.

To support the designation of a network of HPMASs, we have lobbied with Defra directly and built a
network of supportive MPs and peers to ensure parliamentary support. After responding to their
consultation directly and recommending specific sites, the UK government has introduced three fully
protected areas in English waters. These sites are located in Allonby Bay, Dolphin Head off the South
Coast and the North East Farnes Deep in the North Sea. We have begun conversations with Defra
about next steps and the possible extension of the programme.

National Marine Parks Expenditure in year*

£132,549

We continue to push the agenda on National Marine Parks

(NMPs), acting as a catalyst for their creation. Through site Expenditure over life of project**
scoping and a national workshop, v.ve have empowered local £381'177
stakeholders and seeded the creation of NMPs across the UK. *See note 18a - 'National Marine Parks'

In November 2022, we hosted an online workshop connecting national strategic thinkers and
stakeholders from the scoping locations for the very first time. The workshop agenda included updates
from local stakeholders on NMP interest and complementary initiatives in their location, followed by
breakouts focusing on discussion and feedback on the NMP draft national framework. The workshop
was well-attended and has produced rich data to inform the next draft of the national framework

and guide and shape a national workshop in the Spring of 2023. Through a national strategic working
group, we have agreed a national framework and released it for wider consultation.

Right Image Credit: Freddie Watson, Blue Marine Foundation.
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Supporting sustainable fisheries

Lyme Bay: Road to Recovery Lyme Bay

Lyme Bay is a Blue Marine flagship project, one that proves that sustainable fishing can co-exist with
conservation. The Lyme Bay Reserve is one of the largest marine protected areas (MPAs) in the UK
and has kept more than 230 sq km safe from dredging and trawling since 2008, helping to preserve
rocky reefs and the largest colony of pink sea fans in the British Isles.

In 2022, Blue Marine supported the establishment of the Lyme
Bay Fishermen’s Community Interest Company (CIC), which
gives fishermen a voice at regional and national level to push
for fisheries management that protects biodiversity and creates
long-term benefits for coastal communities. The CIC has taken
on the transport van, and the ports all manage the chiller stores Expenditure in year*
independently, ensuring continuity of these facilities for the £175 707
benefit of the fishing community. Lyme Bay is considered a model r
for collaborative MPA management and has formed the basis for
a BLUEPrint on how to establish and manage MPAs. This guide
published in February, shares Blue Marine’s experience and £2,170,225
insights from more than a decade working with stakeholders in

Expenditure over life of project**

*See note 18a - 'Lyme Bay"'

Lyme Bay and MPA projects around the world.

Berwickshire

Berwickshire

Despite its importance for people and nature, the majority of the
Berwickshire MPA is open to bottom-towed trawling and dredging,
and reports of unlawful fishing by trawlers is common. To build

on our long-term goal of stopping bottom trawling and dredging
in Scotland’s inshore waters we have used the Berwickshire MPA
Expenditure in year* as a case study site. We gathered and presented ecological

£1 06’779 evidence (including diver surveys, shipwreck ecosystem analysis
and video footage) to NatureScot to make the case for greater
support of Berwickshire Marine Reserve. We subsequently met
with NatureScot who were interested in our findings and provided
£51 0,799 useful feedback on other information that would be useful. We will
meet with them again over the next year to further discuss the
findings and their implications.

Expenditure over life of project**

*See note 18a - 'Berwickshire'

Left Photo Credit: Colin Munro. Pink Seafans.
Top Photo Credit: Paul Richards




Solent Seascape Project

The Solent was once the largest native oyster fishery in Europe,
but it has since declined due to overfishing, disease, invasive
species, habitat loss and poor water quality. In 2013, the fishery
collapsed, and Blue Marine has been working to restore a self-
sustaining population of native oysters, while demonstrating
the benefits to people and nature. Oyster beds are not the only
important habitat to suffer — saltmarsh, seagrass beds, and
seabird nesting habitats have also declined. More than 50 per
cent of the saltmarsh has been lost since the 1860s, and all 650
hectares of seagrass beds are in poor condition.

Blackwater

The Solent

Expenditure in year*

£889,869

Expenditure over life of project**

£2,176,141

*See note 18a - 'Solent' + 'Integrated

Ecosystem Restoration’
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Blackwater

Expenditure in year*

Blue Marine is working with the Essex Native Oyster Restoration £8,302
Initiative (ENORI) to restore vital native oyster populations
and the habitat they provide. Blue Marine and ENORI partners
have significantly scaled up restoration and outreach efforts.
This year, over 7,200m2 of new native oyster habitat has been
created through cultch deployments, building on to an area of
restored habitat already spanning over 15,000m?2.

Expenditure over life of project**

£148,739

*See note 18a - 'Blackwater'

In partnership with nine other organisations, we launched our Solent Seascape Project, proving the

The Wild Oyster Project

An expansion of Blue Marine’s successful oyster restoration work, this project is a collaboration
between Blue Marine, the Zoological Society of London, British Marine and local project partners.
Blue Marine has helped to set up new native oyster nurseries in the Firth of Clyde, Conway Bay and
Tyne and Wear as part of a major community restoration effort. In each of the sites native oysters are
either extinct or denuded, and human intervention is essential to recover these populations. Each
hub will provide a model for community restoration using Blue Marine’s oyster nursery design and our

experience of seabed restoration.

Oyster nurseries provide a larval source to seabed restoration
sites, where we will begin the restoration process by improving
the habitat and deploying native oysters. So far, 141 oyster
nurseries, holding more than 4,000 adult oysters, have been
installed into marinas and ports. They have released millions of
Expenditure over life of project** larvae into the local water systems to kickstart the restoration
£209,84O of native oysters. In our outreach programme, we have reached
*See note 18 - 'Wild Oysters' over 16,800 students through education and learning modules,
trained 185 citizen scientists and engaged with 45,250 members
of the public through general outreach.

Expenditure in year*

£107,492

Expenditure in year*

£70,112

Windfarms

The five-fold increase in offshore wind in the UK planned by 2030
presents a significant opportunity to

combine habitat restoration and nature enhancement while Expenditure over life of project**
achieving net zero. Blue Marine has built a pioneering, evidence-

based online system that enables developers to identify £1 30’952
opportunities to boost biodiversity and actively support marine life
within their offshore wind farms.

*See note 18a - 'Windfarms'

In March 2023, Blue Marine led a workshop with leading offshore wind developers, government

f -wi h hth i i f ,700 h f . . . .. .
e R e L e representatives, engineers and regulatory bodies to demonstrate this innovative approach for a net-zero

seagrass, saltmarsh, oysters and bird habitat. The project will act as a test bed to develop blue carbon
and biodiversity credits, an create a replicable template for seascape-scale recovery and long-term

strategy and nature-inclusive design. Offshore wind developers showed significant interest, stating this
approach would help pin down ideal locations for supporting biodiversity. Government representatives

financing. The work began in early 2023 and in March, our team laid the foundations for a new reef in
the River Hamble, the largest in the Solent, which will serve as a new home for 30,000 oysters.

were keen to see a roll-out of this tool, saying that it could create ecologically meaningful outputs within
one of the fastest growing energy sectors in the world.

Photo Credit: Luke Helmer





























































































